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CLASSIFIED AND ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF SIR WILLIAM
OSLER'S PUBLICATIONS. Edited by Maude E. Abbott. 2nd Ed.
revised and indexed. Published for the Medical Museum, McGill
University, Montreal, Canada, 1939. Pp. xiii + 163. $2.25.
Two sentences appearing in "An Appreciation" which constitutes a portion
of the introductory material to this volume effectively tell what needs be told.
They may be quoted: "The great number of writings about Osler has, in
recent years, begun to obscure to some degree the actual writings by Osler."
"This bibiography is then an attempt to present in a comprehensive and easily
intelligible form a record of the work of William Osler."
Thus is described the purpose; thus defined the scope. Thus is provided
a record that cannot fail to inspire awe, and, curiously enough, one which, to
the curious, is very entertaining reading. Thus is offered the proof in small
print, line by line, that no idle boast entered into the explanation " . . . if I
have had any measure of success at all, it has been solely because of doing the
day's work . . . just as faithfully and honestly and energetically as was in
my power."
As a purely bibliographic tool these pages must prove valuable, but it is a
misfortune that this bibliography of the one-time President of the Bibliographi-
cal Society could not have met with greater care in some of its less important
details. Surely "Pharnyx," "plebolith," and "pthisis" should not be credited
to Osler without explanation; nor is it helpful to cite from such varied forms
as "Trans. Assn. Am. Phys.," "Tr. Assn. Am. Physicians," "Tr. Assn. Am.
Phys.," "Tr. Assoc. Am. Physicians," even though such variants can cause
no confusion. Furthermore, the difficulties in uniform presentation of
material of this kind increase as the square of the number of type sizes and
styles used. G. H. SMITH.
FUNDAMENTALS OF BIOLOGY. By William C. Beaver. C. V.
Mosby Co., St. Louis. Pp. xx + 896. $4.50.
This ambitious text of numerous commendable features shows an acquaint-
ance with the facts of Biology which sets a high standard of achievement for
any young worker. Few topics in the field remain untouched. This fact
makes the book especially valuable for longer survey courses, particularly
with advanced students. It is well adapted for review seminars and is a fine
source book or teaching aid for the laboratory assistant and beginning instruc-
tor. There are many bits of interesting information not readily available in
other sources and often needed for answering the many "posers" flung at the
inexperienced teacher.
The pages of subject matter are not overbalanced in any one subdivision
of either animal or plant biology. Their comprehensiveness would seem to
make wise selection of topics necessary in order to complete the course in even
a year's treatment. What the general student might lack in thotough mastery